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.tHENEIGHBORHOOD 

NOBODY KNOWS 

SPRING GARDEN IS AN OASIS IN AN URBAN JUNGLE. 


One discovers this ^ 

r» v o'jfzjsrz tn^iriss sve «pr« s p ,. y! a„a v C ,m 

from view by a regal spread of banyan trees. 

Spring Garden. Its very name conjures up a verdant settle![ with 
winding rofd. and rambling homes, kiddles frolicking In yards, songbirds 

chirping in the tree.. AborhMd'. location. Spring Garden Is 

barely three Mocks from the' MeUo^iftlce Building, a stone's thro, from an 

expect s*Vt rbe“t d herr:'t r rn e c^er'c.T, th 

downtown ’ 

hnno-fllows Not smack in the middle of city bustle. 

bungalows. ^ urban subur;bla ,« says resident James^Jacque, an 

anesthesiologist who can walk to work at the Veterans Ad “ 1 ^ stratl ^ n 
Stttltal "I have constant battles with the raccoons. I see opossums 
frequently! I hadn't seen a red-headed woodpecker in years until I moved 

here *" Serins Garden is a tiny pocket of a neighborhood, shaped like a 

il i mi S R e ive? d be X tweei n No 0 rthwest e ^ iVth^nd Seventh Avenue I? and VeVreX along 
tht Westward curve of the Seybold Canal. Its northern boundary is Northwest 

11th Street. . . .. 

Few people outside the area know of it. 

"The taxi drivers, unless they're old-timers, do" ‘ '"p" u-N.va«tte. 
here. They *» tta« “ electricians,- sighs her^sls.er Allot.. 

-Not •»“ R S e e «^ u bive , ro ,„ used to drawing maps for frlonds and answering 






history as~*far 'back as the middle o( the last century. Tennis steal Gardnar 
Mulloy learned to play tennis on his lather's Sprint Garden f°“ r ‘ d "*"‘ lhe 
'20s and '30s. He now lives next door and recounts a Huck Finn chtl h ' 
swimming to the barges across the river and fishing along the water moccasin- ,, 
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infested •• I » h “; er e bobUe ggers two houses down from us, and J ad 

speedboats they souped up. They were always heading over to, Bimini br g 

the stuff" Mulloy recalls. "It was a great place to be a boy. 

the stuff, £Uh on the banks of the dirty river anymore or swim 

downstream with the help of a current. But unlike other old neighborhoods, 
spnng GaTden'l flavo? Li foliage, it. quaint architecture have remained 
i in thp fare of mounting commercial and rezoning interests. Its fler 

and loyal residents, who want to keep the neighborhood's single-family 

residential status, can take full credit for ^ at || ® t h ^ 11 i t k was sliced in 
When a neighboring area to the north, Highland Park, was; sliceo in 

♦ wo hv state Road 836, the East-West Expressway, during the 1960s, Spring 
Garden remained untouched. When real estate spccuUtors bavc-tr.ed to change 
mnitifamilv neighbors have come out in force to fight DaCK 
challenges, ‘a'it'boughT^r constant appearances before city commissioners make 

— tCel have/^Vays ^oe^McManusl^as^/st^nt^ jfu^ctor of the city 

Planning Department, "a quite active, quite *f t,v * ,« the 1970s, 

Residents still smart over the zoning battle . Th , 

when river-front property was converted Into apartment complexes. This area, 
rioSgh technically"within y the neighborhood boundaries, is regarded by many as 

an area a P a ^t. ^ ^ gtaWllty is due to the very low turnover among 

fn S b Tel: JokescYrVeVh chitSfl? 

hllconies eiving the house an Old South feeling. Her grandfather, ai Key West 

Separtm-tHtor*. owner, bough, tt In 1922 fro.,J £ s ,‘" a " e home“ he V. 

. „.,j mnV .j there In 1959 and reared four children in the home. She is 

consider e^thn^dow age i - 1 queen of the neighborhood the worn an who knows most of 
thf neighbors much of the history and a lot of the area trivia. 

"I love my neighborhood. It's not snobbish, it's not pretentious, 
it’s very homey," says Greenfield, who has no plans to move. 

It very n y, » encroach i„ s development and a problem with petty crime, 
Sorlna Garden has remained a predominantly white, Anglo community. According 
T? .h*. ,ARO census 89 percent of Its 429 residents were white and 5 percent 

were black Of the white residents, 19 percent were Hispanic. (The remaining 
were DiacK. classification). Residents also tend to be older. 

Onfv l3 p.rcent of lprlng Garden's reuldents were younger than 1 ^compared to 

23 4 percent cltywlde Because of the neighborhood's proximity to the Justice 
Building and hospitals along Northwest 12th Avenue, there Is also a large 
medical community - nurses, doctors In residency, technicians^- and legal 

professionals.^ ^ ^ th . censuJ) ne)6hbors the demographics 

have changed subtly. Spring Garden Is getting younger. 


LHC tiK 


For many residents, this Is a welcome sight. Bill Perry, former 
president of the NAACP and acting principal of COPE- North, wants to hear the 

shrieks and screams of kids at play. . .. . . „ 

"We might have about three kids on my block, and I miss that in a ^ 
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neighborhood," Perry says. "I miss listening to their voices." 

As long-time residents die or grow old, more and more homes will 
become available to no. families. And the same qualities that kept the old 
will attract the new, says Courson, a resident and president of Dynamic 

Realty ‘-. courson discovered the neighborhood when he and a group of city 
firefighters answered a call on a houseboat. He bought home complete with 
arch-beamed ceiling, a real fireplace and hardwood floors, for $20 000 In 
1970 Prices have risen steadily, but a Sprins Garden home Is still 
affordable In recent months, Courson's real estate company sold a three 
bedroom t'wo-bath tor just under $80,000. A two-bedroom, two- bath went tor 

$56,000. p eotlve home buyers are attracted by the neighborhood's charm and 

location When P Greentleld worked at Miaml-Dade Community College s downtown 

V took her eight minutes to ride her hike to work. And James Jacque 

uughlngly complains that he can't call In late tor work with car trouble. 

"Thpv know I can Just walk on over," he says. 

They ^ ^ doeS) often become homeowners themselves if 

their medical residencies develop Into Jobs in Miami. They love the 

neighborliness, treasure the feeling of privacy. ». 

neignDorii i ^ llyed in a 200-unit condo, and there were people on my floor 

I didn't talk to," Jacque says. "Here, I know practically everybody on my 
hioek I find that very unusual in a city." . . 

bl0Ck * * Neighborliness extends to old-fashioned hospitality Every 
residents Pat and Tommy Stoker host an open house. In the summer, residents 
get-together for the annual picnic In an empty, shady lot owned by the 

Greenfields^ the neighbors adopted us," says Alicia Parla, 

who has lived in Spring Garden fir 20 years. "If there's a death in the 
family, an illness, any type of problem, the neighbors come over to help. They 

bring over meals. They check on your house. They care. __ 

Spring Garden, however, is not without Its problems mainly 
burglaries and petty crimes. Perry's car has been broken into three times, his 
hAmi twice The crimes are not life-threatening, residents are quick to add, 

m Neighbors have P u« up large ch.l„-llnk tence. and most 

own dogs. Crime Watch is also active. But residents don t think tbetr 
neighborhood Is any less safe than the suburbs to the southwest or the 

northeast. llce spo k eS man George Law says this may be true. Law 

thing «*»» ^VMSo^ ,TST. oV ^ 

suspicious persons in the area. The ^neighbors there are very active, and it s 

so tlnv everybody knows each other. 

^ Lack of nearby schools and shopping is sometimes cited as a 
disadvantage in this all-residential neighborhood. For groceries, residents 
must drive*to a Winn-Dixie in Little Havana or a Publlx on Blscayne Boulevard, 
and many send their children to parochial school instead of the public Inner __ 


city ones. These inconveniences, some say, are a small price to pay. Spring 

Garden shouldn't, can't be changed. , 

"This is a very fragile and vulnerable place, explains Pat stoKer, 
past president of the Spring Garden Civic Association. "Anything could swing 
it the wrong way. My husband I know we're here to stay. This is our home for 
the rest of our lives." 

ADDED TERMS: 

END OF DOCUMENT. 
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Ana Vociana-Suarez. Columnist 
Miami Herald Living section 

Dear Ms. Suarez, 

I nave read your columns fn 1thfully or cl ^ e w *“ tl f ** column 
your first having come to my atten^ entitled "The. Neighborhood 
about our ne ighborhood, Spring ^^ber*^^ *1988 ^Living Today 
Nobody Knows" (dated Fii ^Y' River for many years ahd, 

section) . We have lived on the Miami River r ^ rep ide htro 

like most residents °* . flits' rich, historic qualities 

"enfrotihing on too fragile ^glades 

enviironincnt • 

obviously, others agree th ®^.$borhood r iS's recently been the 
aesthetic qualities, for_ our; n gbo^ ta filM such as "The 

site for filming of the St. tear down and destroy more and 
Specialist". As developers.rush to te_ a Miaj#i we have always 

lire of the rich texture had one of the few remaining 

felt comforted by the fact ^ « 1h cou i d raise a child, take 
neighborhoods close to with a culturally diverse group 

a quiet evening t on „ neighborhood involvement where we 

of neighbors, and due 1to strong h degree of personal 

safety U wi thou , t* hav ing^t o *erect jihysic a 1 barricades and guardhouses. 

we are now faced with the probable ^^“ est transportation 
Gardens neighborhood. A as the M i a)n i mtermodal Center 

corridor expansion pro^e narrowed its selection of e ^ht 

East West Corridor Study engineers privately disclosing that 
possible pathways to two, with eng xn pf st * ry overpass that 

they strongly favor the placement of an spring Gardens, 

would cross the Miami River heading up N.W. 6th Street 

continuing over the , Sey ^®^ C ^ tial f me0 ting this spring called by 

to the Port of Miami. At an initial m ^i9 us Qf the pro D ect, 

fhe enaineers for the purpose ot d that because of the 

concerned spring Gardens ^ the pr0 j ec t would not llxely 

historic nature of this n^ghborhood. tne P 3 record , that in 

KS STXiZXtt siong^favore^our site because it disrupts 
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the least amount of "business". Their disingenuous counsel caused 
most of us to be put at ease. We could not see how reasonable 
people would choose to destroy an historic neighborhood, when the 
already existing east-west 636 or 112 highways allowed expansion 
alongside. Either of those choices would attract ridership due to 
the heavy concentration of population there, unlike the route 
through our neighborhood. Once they destroy our neighborhood (my 
understanding is that they would only compensate those on whose 
property the corridor actually passes) , the rest of us will be left 
with noise, pollution, shadows and ruined property values, and the 
fragile community of Spring Cardens as we know it would be gone. 


As I read your column this morning I thought immediately of 
how you have been concerned with family, and the email, nonmonetary 
qualities of life which make everyday living bearable. X remem¬ 
bered your column about our neighborhood, and thought you might be 
interested in a story about how our bureaucrats and technicians 
seem without fail to seek out those good, little places that still 
exist and set about to destroy them in the name of progress. Is it 
any wonder that people who value a certain old-fashioned quiet 
existence would be driven from this city? Generations of families 
who have grown up in this neighborhood, and whose children have 
bought homes here, continuing the Spring Gardens tradition, will 
displaced and separated. Other Old Miamians will lose one of the 
few remaining delights of the old City. For example, the Miami 
River historian, Don Gaby, has already departed the River (and 
City) for that reason, seeking out Ormond Beach because of its 
respect of the old properties and quality of life. Witness how Ft. 
Lauderdale has sought to enhance the charming atmosphere of its 
River, and how Miami seeks to destroy our River; you can only 
wonder at our City's lack of foresight. 


We would welcome your interest and your passing along this 
letter to anyone else at The Herald who might have an interest in 
preservation. Gail Meadows and Beth Dunlop come to mind. 
The Press has tremendous power which can be harnessed for good when 
the proper causes and columnists come together. We do not oppose 
progress; but we oppose the greed and carelessness which destroys 
the spirit of the people of this city. Spirit resides in the 
neighborhoods, especially the older ones where it has had time to 
grow and mature. For example, over town with its rich black 

history, was split by 1-95 in the name of "progress'*. Without 
spirit and neighbors' solidarity, how do we stop the sterile tren ® 
of greedy developers and their willing accomplices in the i y. 
Can't we trace many of our problems as a society back to our 
from the cities? Destroying this downtown neighborhood that 

"works" is the first step to transforming Spring Gardens into yet 

another Miami slum. 

Ver* truly yours. 


li^lliam aha GTehcta Etfasala 


